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LEARNING & ADVENTURE IN VALLE CRUCIS PARK 

1st graders stock the Watauga River 

Boone, NC, May 5, 2016 The Two Rivers Community School’s 1st grade class took the 

classroom outdoors last Monday traveling to Valle Crucis Park to assist with fish stocking, learn 

about aquatic safety, and observe native birds, fish, and aquatic insects. The day long adventure 

kicked off the 1st grade’s Spring learning expedition: “Animals in our Neck of the Woods.”  

The day started with an introduction to aquatic safety by 1st grade parent and NC 

Wildlife Resources Commission Education Specialist, Kevin Hining.  Mr. Kevin also described 

fish characteristics for the class, and along with parent volunteers Bill Ireland, Jon Cassidy, and 

Chris Surber, demonstrated how NC Wildlife Resources Commission staff use electronic 

shockers to safely stun and capture fish for research and survey purposes. Students then hiked 

down to Dutch Creek and observed on the bank while the adults caught several different species 

of fish, and transferred them to tubs and buckets. With Kevin's guidance, the 1st graders were 

able to see and touch the fish and notice the differences between species. 

  

After the fish observations, and a much needed snack break, the class took nets into Dutch Creek 

and caught and observed aquatic insects. A NC Wildlife Resources Commission stocking 

truck from Armstrong Fish Hatchery came afterwards, giving each student a bucket full of fine, 

fat trout to release into the Watauga River. 

  

The day was completed by a hike with Jon, our NC native bird expert. Jon showed the class all 

the different species of bird that could be found that afternoon in the park. Students were amazed 

to find so many different species in one place! 

  

As the learning expedition continues students will study the wonderful wildlife found in our 

rivers, forests, and mountains. The 1st grade class will also visit Grandfather Mountain to see 
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and learn first-hand about more of the amazing animals found in our neck of the woods. Thanks 

to the NC Wildlife Resources Commission and parent volunteers such as Kevin, Chris, and Jon. 

The class was able to experience the wonderful diversity of NC wildlife in an unforgettable way. 

 

Founded in 2005, Two Rivers Community School is a tuition-free, K-8, public-charter school 

located in Boone, NC. The Two Rivers curriculum challenges students with dynamic learning 

experiences both in and out of the classroom. Academics are at the core of every opportunity 

provided with the expectation that students grow in both character and in intellect during their 

time at Two Rivers.  This year the school’s enrollment is 178 students with spaces open for next 

school year in certain grade levels. If you would like to learn more about Two Rivers 

Community School, please contact Beth Vossen at 828-262-5411 or email at 

bethv@trcsboone.org. 


